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dered: " Give me that bag — you'll not go through these streets alone again while I am here! Never mind the distance. I don't see why you can't take my arm/'
And thus I found myself for the first time escorted by a gentleman, and after my hot embarrassment wore off a bit, I held my head very high and languidly allowed my skirt to trail in the dust, and said to myself: " This is like a real grown-up — surely they can't call me ' child' much longer now."
The star playing with us just then was a tragedian, but he was a very little man, whose air of alertness, even of aggressiveness, had won for him the title of " Cocky " Roberts. He wore enormously high heels, he had thick cork soles on the outside and thick extra soles on the inside of all his boots and shoes. His wigs were slightly padded at their tops — everything possible was done for a gain in height, while all the time he was sputtering and swearing at what he called " this cursed cult of legs!"
" Look at 'em! " he snorted — for he did snort like a horse when he was angry, as he often was, at the theatre at least. " Look at 'em, Ellsler; there's Murdoch, Proctor, Davenport, all gone to legs, damn 'em, and calling themselves actors! ' You don't look for brains in a man's legs, do you ? No! no! it's the cranium that tells! Yes, blast 'em! Let 'em come here and match craniums with me, that they think it smart to call ' Cocky'! They're a lot of theatrical tongs — all legs and no heads! "
And yet the poor, fuming little man, with his exaggerated strut, would have given anything short of his life, to have added even a few inches to his anatomy, the brevity of which was quite forgotten by the public when he gave his really brilliant and pathetic performance of " Belphegor," one of the earliest of the so-called " emotional " plays.
I have a very kindly remembrance of that fretful little star, because when they were discussing the cast of a play, one of those tormenting parts turned up that are of great importance to the piece, but of no importance